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Alberta CWG Selection Criteria – August 18, 2026 

Primary Objective of the AB CWG Team Selection  

To select ST and LT teams that have the best chance to achieve the highest rank in any 
distance or event at the 2027 CWG. 

1.0 PERFORMANCE GUIDELINES (2027 Technical Package) 

The following Performance Guidelines have been established by the respective NSO, at 
the request of the CGC and the Federal-Provincial/Territorial Sport Committee (FPTSC), 
to reflect the expected training and/or performance parameters of a typical Canada 
Games athlete in the Training to Compete phase of LTD. These Performance 
Guidelines have been developed as a tool for P/T teams to use at their discretion in the 
training and selection of their Canada Games teams. These Guidelines are not required 
selection criteria. 

The data presented below comes from the 2023-2024 competition season. The top 20 
performances by age-eligible skaters, achieved in Quebec City’s Centre de Glaces are 
represented. Updated performance data should be considered each season with 
appropriate considerations for track location. 

The purpose of this data selection is to provide likely performance indicators for athletes 
who aim to qualify for the main rounds of the event and to challenge for podium results. 
Comparison with times achieved in other venues must be considered with caution. 
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Additional Areas for Consideration  Guidelines  

Volume of Training  Speed Skating Canada’s LTD model 
links T2C level with recommended 
volume of training. More information can 
be obtained from Speed Skating 
Canada’s LTD documents.  

Level of Competition  Athletes who compete at the Canada 
Games will have preferably competed in 
a Junior Open, Neo-Junior Canadian 
Championship or Junior Canadian 
Championship event.  
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2.0 PARTICIPANTS  

2.1. Athletes 

Short Track 

5 men; 5 women  

All registered athletes must intend to compete in at least one event.  

Long Track 

4 men; 4 women  

All registered athletes must intend to compete in at least one event. 

2.2. Staff 

1 Short Track coach and 1 Short Track manager.  

1 Short Track staff member must be a man; 1 Short Track staff member must be a 
woman. 

1 Long Track coach and 1 Long Track manager.  

1 Long Track staff member must be a man; 1 Long Track staff member must be a 
woman. 

 

3.0 CLASSIFICATION 

3.1 Short Track 

Athletes who have reached the age of 14 on June 30th, 2026 but have not reached the 
age of 20 as of June 30th, 2026.  

Year of birth: July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2012 inclusive. 

3.2 Long Track 

Athletes who have reached the age of 14 on June 30th, 2026 but have not reached the 
age of 21 as of June 30th, 2026.  

Year of birth: July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2012 inclusive. 
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4.0 ELIGIBILITY – Canada Games  

4.1. Athletes  

All athletes must meet the eligibility regulations outlined in CGC’s Athlete Eligibility 
Policy.  

Excluded from the Canada Games are:  

●​ Senior National Team members - defined as: Athletes who have held an SR, 
SR1, or SR2 card at any time; and/or athletes who are part of (on the roster of) a 
standing Senior National Team (i.e. recognized as a Senior National Team 
member regardless of event participation)  

●​ Athletes who have previously competed at any of the following events:  
o​ Senior World Championships  
o​ Senior World Cups  
o​ Olympic Games  

●​ Athletes who have previously competed in the following event 2 or more times 
o​ ISU Four Continent Championships 

No athlete can be rendered ineligible within 90 days of the opening of the Games due to 
National Team status, carding status or competing in an excluded event (i.e., if an 
athlete is granted National Team status or carding status for the first time, or competes 
in an excluded event after November 29, 2026, they will still be considered eligible to 
compete at the 2027 Canada Games). 

Athletes who are in their first year of Senior National Team status may be deemed 
eligible on a case by case basis. Additionally, while C1 cards have been discontinued, 
athletes who have previously held a C1 card and who meet all other eligibility 
restrictions may be deemed eligible on a case by case basis. Requests must be 
submitted to the respective Provincial/Territorial Team Chef de Mission and approved by 
the Canada Games Council Sport & Games Committee. 

4.2. Coaches  

Coaches registered in the Canada Games electronic registration system must be 
certified under the National Coaching Certification Program (NCCP) Competition 
Stream, Development Context (certified status) in Speed Skating.  
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Coaches must be certified no later than 90 days prior to the opening ceremony 
(November 29, 2026).  

Please note that “NCCP Competition-Development Certified, Not Renewed” does not 
qualify under the coaching standards for the 2027 Canada Winter Games.  

Please refer to the CGC’s Coach Certification Policy for additional information. 

4.3. Manager  

Team Managers are not required to have any coaching certification. Branches may set 
their own criteria based upon the perceived needs within the branch.  

However, any Team Manager without the minimum Introduction to Competition 
certification will not be allowed in the coaching box. 

​
5.0 ELIGIBILITY – Team Alberta 

5.1 Membership 

Athletes must be members in good standing with SSA and SSC at the time of the 
Canada Winter Games and all competitions set out in this bulletin. Athletes must be 
permanent residents of Alberta. Athletes may be asked to show proof of residency in 
Alberta prior to the finalization of Team Alberta. 

5.2 Residency 

For athletes who have at any time since the age of 14:  

●​ Been a member of a provincial or territorial speed skating organization in Canada 
other than SSA; or, 

●​ Been a member of a national speed skating body other than Canada (SSC); or  
●​ Received direct development funding from a speed skating organization in 

another province or territory of Canada or from another national speed skating or 
branch or club of that body  

They will be eligible to represent Alberta if and only if: 

●​ At the time of relocation to Alberta, the athlete was 17 years of age or younger, 
and since then the athlete and the athlete’s parent(s)’ permanent domicile or 
actual residence is in Alberta; or  
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●​ The athlete had not been eligible, had they continued membership in another 
provincial or territorial speed skating body in Canada, to qualify to represent that 
other provincial or territorial body in the Canada Winter Games.  

For athletes who, since the age of 14, have NOT: 

●​ Been a member of a provincial or territorial speed skating organization in Canada 
other than SSA; or  

●​ Been a member of a national speed skating body other than Canada (SSC) or;  
●​ Received direct development funding from a speed skating organization in 

another province or territory of Canada, directly from that province or territory, or 
from another national speed skating body or branch or club associated with that 
body.  

They will be eligible to represent Alberta if they were a member of SSA on August 1, 
2026. 

For a skater who meets the requirements above, they do not lose that eligibility by 
having: 

●​ Attended school, university or college on a full-time basis outside Alberta during 
the year of the Canada Games or in any previous year, OR;  

●​ Having trained as a speed skater outside Alberta during the year of the Canada 
Games OR in any previous year. 

Athletes who are switching provinces, and meet the criteria above, may need to be 
submitted to the Canada Games Council to confirm eligibility for Team Alberta.  

Athletes who compete and earn a spot for both Long Track and Short Track Team 
Alberta must confirm their discipline of choice to SSA by December 13, 2026.  

 

6.0 ALBERTA 2027 CWG LONG TRACK TEAM SELECTION 

6.1 Selection Competitions 

All those skaters meeting the above eligibility criteria are eligible to compete for a spot 
on the 2027 Alberta CWG Long Track Team. Selection for the 2027 Alberta CWG Long 
Track Team will be based on the best results using races in any CWG individual 
Olympic Style distance at any of the three following competitions:  
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Fall Classic - September 18 - 20, 2026 

Oktoberfest Classic - October 30 - November 1, 2026 

Can Am Competition - November 27 - 29, 2026 

A skater may skate in any of these three listed competitions and use their best time 
from each competition. 

In the event that a skater is unable to compete or post a time at the above 3 
competitions but qualifies for Junior World Cup, the skater may be selected for the team 
in their best distance. The skater’s best distance will be determined by their rank at the 
Junior World Cup. Only 1 spot on the Male and Female Teams will be selected in this 
manner. In the event of a tie, the time of the two skaters compared to the Canadian 
Junior Record to determine the lowest percentage, the skater with the lowest 
percentage will be selected. 

6.2 Selection Process 

The 2027 Alberta LT CWG team will be selected by ranking the skaters in every 
individual distance based on times. The individual distances are:  

1.​ 500m  
2.​ 1000m  
3.​ 1500m  
4.​ 3000m/5000m (females will use 3000m and males will use 5000m)  

The skater’s best time for each individual distance achieved over the three qualifying 
competitions will be used for ranking purposes.  

It is not mandatory to compete in all three qualifying competitions. However, competing 
in all three optimizes a skater’s chance to ensure they get the fastest times possible (ie: 
three chances vs one or two chances). 

The 2027 CWG’s Alberta LT Team will be selected based on the following priorities:  

1.​ The 1st ranked female and male skaters in each of the 4 individual events 
(500m, 1000m, 1500m, 3000m/5000m).  

a.​ Should one skater (male or female) be ranked first in more than one 
individual distance, the skater will be selected to the team in the distance 
that is deemed their strongest. The strongest distance will be determined 
by the skater’s time which has the lowest percentage in relation to the 
Canadian Junior record in that distance. 

2.​ All remaining positions will be selected based on the skaters’ times percentage in 
relation to the current Canadian Junior Records.  
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a.​ If there are more team positions available than individual distances, all 
positions left unfilled following the winners of each distances’ nomination 
to the team will be filled based on the remaining skaters’ ranking times 
percentages in relation to the Canadian Junior Records in each individual 
distances. 

b.​ In order to select the most competitive team, skaters will be selected 
based on how their ranking time compares to the current Canadian Junior 
Records. The skaters with the lower percentages will be selected 
regardless of rankings and distances. This selection process is used to 
select the most competitive team and to increase Team Alberta’s medal 
chances at the 2027 CWG. 

6.3 Posting of Skater Rankings  

Speed Skating Alberta will post results indicating skaters’ rankings within each distance 
at the end of each competition. Rankings are based on best times skated in relation to 
the Canadian Junior Records (ie: lowest percentage to highest). 

Speed Skating Alberta will announce the long track team two days after the final 
qualifying competition unless there are bye requests or appeals to consider. In this 
instance, SSA will announce the team five days after the completion of the final 
qualifying competition.  

●​ If a skater is injured following their selection to the AB CWG Team, they will 
be required to prove adequate levels of recovery, both from a medical and a 
performance perspective. The determination of what constitutes adequate 
recovery will be made by medical staff and Speed Skating Alberta and will be 
based upon an assessment of the skater’s ability to perform at a level equal 
to current members of the AB CWG Team. The final date for finalizing such 
decisions is one week prior to the registration deadline for the 2027 CWG 
(January 8, 2027). If a skater is subsequently deemed medically unfit to 
compete in the 2027 CWG, they may be replaced in accordance with the 
Canada Games Technical Manual. 

6.4 Long Track Bye Requests 

Any bye requests will not be considered until the last qualifying competition is 
completed. If there are disputes about team membership or bye appointments Speed 
Skating Alberta will issue a binding ruling after due consideration of the Bye procedure. 
All required documentation from the appropriate source and identified timeless must 
have been followed for a bye request to be considered.  
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A skater requesting a bye is required to provide this request, in writing, before the start 
of the last AB CWG Long Track Selection competition unless the reason for the bye 
request occurs during the last competition (i.e. due to an injury incurred during that last 
competition) AND the athlete did not compete in the previous two AB CWG LT Selection 
Events.  

Bye requests are to be sent, by the skaters’ coach, in writing, to Speed Skating Alberta 
via the Performance and Development Lead (smorrison@speedskatingalberta.ca).  

For a Bye to be considered, the following conditions must be met:  

1.​ The skater did not compete at the previous two identified AB CWG LT Selection 
Competitions.  

2.​ If the reason for missing the competition is medical, a signed note from a Medical 
Doctor stating the medical condition that prevents the skater from competing at a 
reasonable level at the third identified selection competition must be presented.  

3.​ If the reason for missing the competition is medical, a signed note must be 
presented from a Medical Doctor stating that the skater is able to start training at 
a date that is judged adequate in order to be ready for the 2027 CWG AND the 
skater will be ready to compete at the same level as the other named members 
of the Alberta CWG LT Team.  

4.​ A performance between Aug 1, 2026 - Nov.29, 2026 at an SSC sanctioned 
event) in which their best time in one of the distances 
(500m,1000m,1500m,3000m (females), 5000 (males) ranks them higher than the 
selected skater from that distance. If a skater does earn a position based on a 
bye and replaces a selected skater, then the skater who was replaced would be 
eligible to take a spot if they had a better ranking in any distance than the original 
skater in that spot.  

5.​ Times skated in a Time Trial will not be accepted. 

6.5 Alternates  

Speed Skating Alberta will identify two alternates per gender in order to create an 
optimal training group and to adequately prepare alternates in the eventuality of an 
injury prior to the 2027 CWG.  

1.​ Skaters in every distance will be ranked according to their best time achieved in 
that distance at one of the qualifying events.  
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2.​ The first ranked skater will receive 1 point, the second ranked skater will receive 
2 points, 3rd ranked skater will receive 3 points etc. This ranking will be posted 
upon the completion of each of the qualifying events.  

3.​ The alternates will be the next highest ranked skaters after the Alberta CWG LT 
Team has been selected.  

4.​ Ties in skater rankings will be broken by determining times that are closest (by 
percentage) to the Canadian Junior records in the individual distances. 

6.6 Alberta CWG LT Team Member Expectation 

Each named team member (and alternate) is required to attend all planned CWG 
training camps and coach lead sessions. If a skater is unable to attend, the skater’s 
coach must provide, in writing, the reason for missing the camp and/or training session 
2 weeks prior to the start of the camp and/or training session.  

 

7.0 ALBERTA 2027 CWG SHORT TRACK TEAM SELECTION 

All those skaters meeting the above eligibility criteria are eligible to compete for a spot 
on the 2027 Alberta CWG Short Track Team. Skaters will qualify for the Alberta Canada 
Games Short Track Team by the meeting the following performance criteria: 

7.1 Selection Events 

The main AB CWG Selection Events are as follows: 

1.​ Canadian Short Track Championships – September 25 – 27, 2026 
2.​ Skate Tec Western Elite Circuit 1 - September 26 - 27 
3.​ Canadian Junior Short Track Championships – October 16 – 18, 2026 
4.​ Edmonton Fall Classic - November 7- 8, 2026 
5.​ Canadian Neo-Junior Short Track Championships - December 12 - 13, 2026  

Skaters will be selected to the 2027 CWG Short Track Team as follows:  

1.​ The top ranked Alberta skater at the Canadian Short Track Championships will 
be selected to Team Alberta for the 2027 Canada Winter Games. The top ranked 
skater will be determined by the final ranking as posted by Speed Skating 
Canada. 
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2.​ The top ranked Alberta skater at the Canadian Junior Short Track 
Championships in Group 1 will be selected to Team Alberta for the 2027 Canada 
Winter Games. The top ranked skater will be determined by the final ranking as 
posted by Speed Skating Canada. If no Alberta skaters qualify for Group 1, no 
skater will be selected based on the overall results. 

3.​ Any remaining positions will be based on the skater’s ranking based on their two 
best 500m. The ranking will be determined based on the following calculation: 
500(1) + 500(2). These times must be achieved at one of the listed AB CWG 
Selection Events. 

 

7.2 Order of Qualification:  

1.​ Final ranking at the Canadian Short Track Championships  
2.​ Final ranking (in Group 1) at the Canadian Junior Short Track Championships 
3.​ 500m(1) + 500m(2) ranking for remaining spots 

Speed Skating Alberta will announce the CWG short track team two days after the final 
Selection Event unless there are bye or appeal requests to consider in which case the 
final team announcement will be made five days after the final qualifying competition is 
completed. This will give time to review all submissions and make a determination on 
bye requests. 

7.3 Ties 

A tie in total ranking points for a CWG position will be broken by comparing each tied 
skaters’ two best averaged 500m times skated between Aug 1 – Dec 13th 2026. 

7.4 Bye Requests 

1.​ Any bye requests will not be considered until after the valid qualifying time period 
is completed. 

2.​ A skater requesting a bye must do so, in writing, before the end of the qualifying 
time period is completed (December 13th, midnight) unless the reason for the 
bye request occurs during the last competition (i.e. due to an injury incurred 
during that last competition) AND the skater could not compete in the previous 
AB CWG ST Selection Events.  
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Bye requests are to be sent by the skaters’ coach, in writing, to Speed Skating 
Alberta via the Performance and Development Lead 
(smorrison@speedskatingalberta.ca). 

3.​ Circumstances that inhibit the skater from competing at their normal level over 
the period where qualifying times can be skated (Aug 1, 2026 – Dec 13th, 2026). 
The skater must submit, before December 13th, a written bye request (by their 
coach) to Speed Skating Alberta stating the reason for the bye request. (i.e. 
Injury, illness or circumstances that inhibit competing at their normal level over 
the period where qualifying times can be skated).  

4.​ If the bye is being requested in the case of injury or illness, then a signed note 
from a Medical Doctor stating that the medical condition that prevents the skater 
from competing at a reasonable level at the selection event(s) they are missing. 
Furthermore, the medical note indicates the skater is able to start training and 
competing at their previous level. 

This must be submitted by the skaters coach to Speed Skating Alberta via the 
Performance and Development Lead (smorrison@speedskatingalberta.ca) by 
midnight (MST) on December 13th, 2026. 

7.5 Alternates 

Speed Skating Alberta will identify two alternates per gender, in order to create an 
optimal training group and to adequately prepare alternates in the eventuality of an 
injury prior to the 2027 CWG. The alternates will be the next highest ranked skater after 
the first five positions have been filled based on the above selection criteria.  

If a skater is injured following their selection to the AB CWG ST Team, they will be 
required to prove adequate levels of recovery, both from a medical and a performance 
perspective. The determination of what constitutes adequate recovery will be made by 
medical staff and SSA and will be based upon an assessment of the skater’s ability to 
perform at a level equal to current members of the AB CWG Team. The final date for 
finalizing such decisions is one week prior to the registration deadline for the 2027 CWG 
(January 8, 2027). If a skater is subsequently deemed medically unfit to compete in the 
2027 CWG, they may be replaced in accordance with the Canada Games Technical 
Manual. 

7.6 Alberta CWG ST Team Member Expectations 

Each named team member (and alternate) is required to attend all planned CWG 
training camps and coach lead sessions. If a skater is unable to attend, the skater’s 
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coach must provide, in writing, the reason for missing the camp and/or training session 
2 weeks prior to the start of the camp and/or training session. ​
 

8.0 Bye and Appeal Process  

All byes and appeals must meet the criteria as listed under the discipline’s team 
selection. 

All bye and appeal requests must be submitted to SSA by the skater’s coach via the 
Performance and Development Lead (smorrison@speedskatingalberta.ca). All byes and 
appeals will be reviewed by the SSA Team Alberta Selection Committee. The SSA 
Team Alberta Selection Committee consists of the SSA Performance and Development 
Lead, a National Level or higher Referee, and a Competition Development Certified 
Coach with no conflict of interest. The SSA Team Alberta Selection Committee has the 
final authority to interpret this bulletin, make decisions related to selection, appeals, and 
bye requests and manage all situations not expressly covered in this bulletin. 
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